
Magnaflow Exhaust System Installation – 1997 Honda Civic CX 
 

Let me start by describing the Magnaflow “sound”…..DEEEEEEP. I don’t know of any 
other Civic exhaust system that sounds this low. At the same time, I must admit that its 
volume is somewhat tame. You probably won’t get pulled over because of excessive 
volume with this system, yet you WILL tend to keep those windows rolled down 
whenever you can – it’s that addictive.  
   So without further delay, here’s how you go about removing the OEM system and 
installing this one. Got tools? 
 
Tool list: 
 
�  Ramps 
�  Jack stands (1 or 2 sets, depending upon whether you use ramps) 
�  Hydraulic floor jack: One that can lift 19 inches or so 
�  Set of metric box/open end wrenches 
�  Metric Socket wrench set or impact driver/sockets 
�  Long flat-blade screwdriver and maybe a gasket scraper 
�  Silicone grease (dielectric grease) 
�  Paper towels and degreasing hand cleaner 
�  Flashlight  
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1.0 First, let’s look at the included instruction sheet: 

 
  Yes, it is somewhat simple and assumes that you’re fairly handy with exhaust systems. 
However, some of us don’t swap exhaust systems every other Saturday, so I’ll try to 
provide enough details so that most of you can do this (with the right tools, of course). 
 
2.0 Okay, the first thing you should do is spray each flange bolt with WD-40, Liquid 
Wrench, or equivalent stuff. Here’s what the OEM piping/flange connections look like 
after spraying. 
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1997 Civic CX Magnaflow Exhaust System Install 

4 of 12 
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3.0 Oops, I almost forgot to mention getting the car up in the air with enough space for you to 
crawl under……As you know, supporting the car properly is a life or death matter. Many an 
ignorant person was killed when an inadequate car support system failed. If you are unsure 
about how secure a support member is, ask an experienced person to lend you a hand. The 
easiest way to support the front of the car is to simply drive it up on ramps: 

 
 
These are Rhino ramps (about $30) and are very light/easy to carry around. 
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Use jack stands to support the rear of the car as shown. Jack the rear with the hydraulic jack’s 
saddle centered on the welded support plate, just behind the tow hook. 
 
3.1 Okay, let’s get back to installing that exhaust system! Step 1 in the Magnaflow procedure 
tells you to unbolt the OEM muffler. Use a 12 and a 15 mm socket to remove the two spring 
bolts from the forward flanged junction. 
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3.2 Now comes the fun part. Pry off the rubber insulators that secure the muffler just behind 

the rear bumper. I used a long flat-tip screwdriver and plenty of grunt. Even a gasket 
scraper helps, since its tip is very wide and when twisted, provides more leverage on the 
rubber piece. 

 
 
Remove the left side isolator, first so you can swing the muffler down to get a better view of 
the right-side isolator. Once you remove both from the hanger rod, remove the muffler/curved 
pipe assembly. Remove the isolators from the muffler by rotating and pulling at the same time. 
You will be needing these for the Magnaflow muffler. 
 
3.3 Now, unbolt the front extension pipe (2 spring bolts/nuts) from the catalytic converter. Use 

a 14 and 12 mm socket/box-end wrench. 

Rubber isolators 



1997 Civic CX Magnaflow Exhaust System Install 

8 of 12 

 
Stock pipe rubber isolator 

 

 
 
This junction utilizes a donut-style rubber seal that stays attached to the catalytic converter 
flange. Therefore, no flange gasket will be necessary when you bolt up the Magnaflow front 
extension pipe. The rear of the OEM pipe is secured with one rubber isolator; pull/push the 
pipe away and remove this pipe.  
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3.4 Install the Magnaflow front extension pipe using the OEM spring bolts. Leave the bolts 
loose. Using the same rubber isolator that was used by the OEM pipe, secure the rear to 
the same pin (welded to the undercarriage). Note: Apply silicone grease to the rod onto 
which the rubber isolator will slide. This grease makes a BIG difference as to how easy 
forcing the large, bulged end of the rod through the hole in the rubber isolator! Now bolt 
up the rear flange to the resonator assembly, using the flange gasket bolts and nuts that are 
supplied by Magnaflow. Again, leave the nuts loose. 

 
 

3.5 Next, connect the “S-Pipe” to the resonator assembly pipe. One of the pipe’s end 
circumference is slotted (to allow the pipe to expand slightly) and slightly larger than the 
other pipe’s end. Push one into the other so that you can’t see airspace through the slots. It 
is for this junction that you will use the supplied U-clamp and nuts.  

  
3.6 From the rear of the car, feed the muffler flanged end through the space above the axle and 

after twisting the rubber isolators onto the muffler hanger rods, suspend the muffler by 
pushing the upper part of the rubber isolators onto the welded hanger rods. Again, use 
silicone grease on the welded rod heads. 
 

3.7 Join the muffler pipe flange to the S-pipe flange using the supplied bolts, washers (2 each), 
and flange gasket. It really helps to have someone push the muffler forward so that you 
can get the two flanges together. 
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Notice that I left the bubble wrap on the muffler. Both the muffler and the resonator are 
mirror-polished, so to avoid getting dirty fingerprints all over them, wait until the very 
end before you remove the wrap. Here’s what the muffler looks like after the wrap is 
removed: 

 
 

3.8 Now it is time to tighten all the junctions. Ask someone to hold up the exhaust as you 
tighten the bolts. Other wise, you’ll end up with a sagging assembly that will inevitably 
leak. I started with the catalytic converter-to-extension pipe junction. Tighten back and 
forth between the two spring bolts so as to keep the two flanges parallel to each other. 
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There is no need to torque these bolts with all your strength, since the springs keep the 
rubber donut seal in constant compression. 

 
3.9 After tightening the front extension pipe to resonator junction, I skipped over to the 

muffler assembly flange-to-S-pipe flange. This exact sequence is probably not critical as 
long as every junction is leak-tight when you are done. 
 

3.10 The resonator assembly-to-S-pipe junction can be a bit of a hassle. It REALLY helps to 
have someone push the muffler pipe towards the middle of the car while you lift the 
exhaust at the S-pipe junction to ensure that the S-pipe extends over the resonator pipe far 
enough so that the S-pipe slots are not showing airspace.  
 

Warning: Line up the U-clamp assembly so that its centerline is over the end of the slots. 
Not doing this may lead to exhaust leaks! I rotated the U-clamp so that the threaded rods 
were not facing down, since they’d be the lowest part of the undercarriage and could 
possibly catch on something when the shocks are compressed, especially in a lowered car. 
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3.11 ALWAYS  check for exhaust leaks before bringing the car down. Start the car and quickly 
move your hand around all joints to check for a steady stream of air. If you find a leak, 
shut the engine down so as to prevent having pipes that are too hot to touch. Overall, I give 
this system 2 thumbs up. It is a quality product that produces a super-deep tone. The only 
thing I need to do is to try to line up the exhaust tip with the half-hole in the bumper. Still, 
I am very happy with this system. 

                                                                                     Dave 


