AEM V2 Install — 1997 Honda Civic CX

Preface:| had to order three of these intake systems befaeeived one that was undamaged.
AEM, please pay a packaging company to come up avitbtter way to protect the large, thin-
wall tubes in each package. | don't blame UPS esthe box didn’t appear to be damaged. In
any case, | have to advise everyone that unlesagsomewhat handy with aftermarket
installs, don't try this alone.

Tools:

Metric socket set

Metric combination box/open end wrench set
Flat blade screwdriver

Phillips screwdriver

Torque wrench

Breaker bar

Extension pipe

Utility knife

Silicone grease

Procedure:

1.0Loosen the lug nuts of the passenger-side fronel#&EM incorrectly tells you to remove
the “left” front wheel. The left front wheel is actlly the driver’s side wheel, so ignore their
statement and focus on the passenger side.

2.0Place wheel chocks behind the back wheels andjadke front of the car where shown.

[——

¥ 4
3.0Since you will be getting underneath the vehicleags use jack stands. Place one under
each suspension pivot arm and leave the hydradicip-place.
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4.0Remove the passenger-side tire/wheel and pop tyemoiod. This is the area you will be
focusing on, first.

.0 emove the intake air temperature sensor fromithexalid by pushing down on the
upwards-facing tab.

Page 2 of 18



AEM V2 Install — 1997 Honda Civic CX

6.0Now remove the factory air tube and Airbox lid. Tthee is held down by clamps; pull up on
the tube to release it from each clamp. Removaithfdter.

7.0Remove the bolts holding the frame resonator bakedrame rail.

7 TR
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8.0 After removing the bolts, you’ll have to push (tadsthe center of the engine bay) and pull
the resonator box to unclip it from a plug:

‘ This hole is secured to the stationary
| plug.

9.0Remove the bolts, breather clamps and hose claoynisg the air box base to the throttle
body. Remove the throttle body.
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Removing hose
connections

10.0 Now remove the metal breather pipe and the twoshatached to it. The smaller of the
two hoses contains antifreeze, so expect somdlto sp
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11.0 To provide more clearance for the soon-to-be-iteslaV'2 pipe, remove the clamp that
pinned the factory air tube.

Remove this bolt and one
the side of the bracket

Front of car >

12.0 Looking down into the engine bay, on the right geager) side, you will see an engine
mount bracket that is secured by three bolts aednom. The bolts can be reached from
above or from underneath. The nut must be remawed the wheel well. Remove all and

remove the motor mount.
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Remove these three bolts.

...and this nut (looking at
the wheel well on the
passenger side

13. You must reuse the stud that is fastened sontlotor mount. However, that thing is TIGHT!
The way to remove it is to place it in a vice asé a large box wrench to add torque to a breaker
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bar.

/ Stud

14. Install the stud onto the AEM-supplied engineumt using their Nylock (nut with Nylon ring
built into it) and washer.

15. Using the AEM-supplied bolts and the factory washarount the bracket to the engine
(torque to 61 Ibs-ft). Reuse the factory nut andlvea to secure the stud.

Page 11 of 18



AEM V2 Install — 1997 Honda Civic CX

16. Install the AEM-supplied rubber mount to the snialle in the engine bracket using
AEM-supplied Nylock nut and washer.

Rubber mount

Looking down at floor through passenger
side of engine bay
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17. Install the AEM-supplied rubber grommet in the S¥gle in the upper intake pipe.
Remove the IAT sensor from the stock airbox andhpumto the AEM upper intake
pipe grommet.

18. Using the AEM-supplied coupler hose and wormgeamgls, assemble the Upper pipe
to the throttlebody as shown. Do NOT tighten thergds! Connect the IAT sensor wire.
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Inserting the IAT
sensor wire
connector into the
V2 upper pipe

19. Install the AEM-supplied cam cover breather hos# @olant hose(cut length as

necessary).

Cam cover hose:
connect here and
to small tube that
is part of the upper

pipe.
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Coolant hose

Coolant hose connection

/

20. Okay, here comes the fun part — adding the lowepig2 and the air filter. Let me start
by saying there is almost no way that you will N&CFatch the pipe, especially with that
rubber mount stud sticking out. Also, the AEM pragres conveniently do NOT show
the rubber cover that prevents you from addingaihélter. The picture they show looks
like they completely removed this soft plastic ‘0’ from the wheel well.

It DOES help to remove some of the front lip scréavmove this aside while you work
the lower tube into position from the wheel wekar

How did | do it? Well, after trying every whichay to get the filter to fit in the empty
space, just behind the front bumper, | cut a sedaia of the plastic shield. Heck, it'll be

Page 15 of 18



AEM V2 Install — 1997 Honda Civic CX

bad enough when | need to clean the filter, siflceded to remove the wheel. |
REALLY didn’t want to remove the entire fender wigtler as well!

Pesky plastic cover

Cut-out area: Use utility
<+——— knife and be careful!

21. Once you have sealed the filter to the lowpe pvith the AEM-supplied wormgear
clamp, Attach the welded-on bracket that is patheflower tube, to the rubber mount
stud using a Nylock nut and washer.
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\ Attaching bracket to rubber mount

Hey, | warned you about scratches!

21. Okay, you're almost done! Before you tighten atigh big wormgear clamps, position
the V2 pipes so that they are not touching anythinghten the clamps only enough so
that the clamp itself cannot be rotated by handNQd" over tighten since the pipes are
very thin. Here’s what the completed assembly shimdk like. And yes, the hood will

close without any problems!
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The results? Faster revs are quickly experiencedirst time you wind the tach up beyond
5000 rpm. I'll be checking the filter condition,nmedically, but | have no fear about it getting
submerged very easily.

Dave
Conceptual Polymer
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